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READING by STUDENTS 
 
Make sure students have opportunities for easy reading to build confidence and competence. 
 
Look for ways to enhance even the simplest texts: 

• What are you wondering?  
• What do you notice in the picture (that’s not in the words)? 
• Allow time for students to correct their own mistakes (at least 4 seconds). 

o If they still don’t self-correct, ask:  Does it make sense?  Does it sound right?  
Does it look right? 

• For younger students, go on “word hunts” for familiar words and letters in words.  
• Encourage K-1 readers to “track” (point to every word). 
• Encourage Grade 2+ to read smoothly and fluently in phrases, not tracking every word. 

o Sometimes it helps to give them a plastic ruler to slide under each line. 
o Pay attention to punctuation. (Play the “noisy punctuation” game, with a gesture 

and sound effect for each piece of punctuation.) 
o Read with appropriate expression, especially when a character is talking. 

• For older students, encourage them to stop regularly and think about whether the text 
is making sense. 

• After reading, have students retell what they read. (See “retelling rope” below.)  
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READING to STUDENTS 
 
Choose rich texts that elevate the students’ vocabulary and background experience.  Practice so 
you are a model of smooth, expressive reading. 
 

• Read nonfiction as well as fiction. 
• Explain unfamiliar words as you encounter them. 
• Before reading, give a short preview (“This is a story about…” or “This is an 

informational book about…”) and invite students to share what they already know 
about the topic or what they anticipate it might be about. 

• Don’t hesitate to “think aloud” your own reactions or “wonderings” as you read. 
• Instead of asking questions, invite students to comment “authentically” as they read; for 

example: What are you wondering?  What do you think?  What does this remind you of 
in your own experience or in other things you have read?  

• Sometimes even just pausing at the end of a page will encourage your student to 
comment or ask a question. 

• If the story is familiar, make an occasional deliberate (and obvious) mistake to 
encourage them to pay attention to whether the text is making sense. 

• Read every text more than once. 
 
 
 
 

WRITING with STUDENTS 
• SHARED WRITING:  You and your student decide what you’re going to write; you do the 

writing.  This shows students what their words look like in print.  
• INTERACTIVE WRITING:  You and your student compose; the student does the writing 

with your help. 
• INDEPENDENT WRITING: The student composes and writes. 

o “Book writing” – conventional spelling.  High frequency (“sight” words) should be 
spelled conventionally 

o “Invented spelling” (a.k.a. “Bubble Gum writing”) – stretching out the word and 
representing every sound with a letter.  This is an important process in learning 
to read and write. 

o Have students write a 3 sentence summary:  Beginning, middle, end. 
o Have students create their own “books” based on the pattern of the book they 

read. 
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o Try the “morning message 
game”.  You do the writing but 
ask the student to provide the 
letters.  If s/he provides the 
correct letter, write it one 
colour; if you have to provide 
the letter, write it in another 
colour. See who “wins.” 


